
B i o l o g i c a l  M a t e r i a l s  S p i l l
P l a n n i n g  f o r  s p i l l s

A  s i m p l e  s p i l l  k i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e a d i l y
a v a i l a b l e  a n d  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

i t e m s :

C h l o r i n e  b l e a c h
o r  o t h e r

c o n c e n t r a t e d
d i s i n f e c t a n t

P a c k a g e  o r
r o l l  o f  p a p e r

t o w e l s

A u t o c l a v a b l e
b a g

L a t e x  o r
n i t r i l e  g l o v e s

F o r c e p s  f o r
p i c k i n g  u p

b r o k e n  g l a s s

S p i l l  i n s i d e  a  b i o l o g i c a l
s a f e t y  c a b i n e t

L e a v e  t h e
c a b i n e t

t u r n e d  o n

P u t  o n
g l o v e s  a n d  a

l a b  c o a t

S p r a y  o r  w i p e
s u r f a c e s  w i t h  a
b l e a c h  s o l u t i o n

W a i t  a t  l e a s t
2 0  m i n u t e s

S o a k  u p
d i s i n f e c t a n t

a n d  s p i l l  w i t h
p a p e r  t o w e l s

A u t o c l a v e  a l l
c l e a n - u p

m a t e r i a l s
b e f o r e  d i s p o s a l

W a s h  h a n d s
a f t e r  c l e a n - u p

F o r  a s s i s t a n c e
c a l l  9 1 1

S m a l l  s p i l l  o u t s i d e  a
b i o l o g i c a l  s a f e t y  c a b i n e t

A  s p i l l  c a n  b e  l a b e l e d  a s  s p a l l  i f  i t  i s  o n e
t h a t  c a n  b e  c o v e r e d  b y  a  f e w  p a p e r  t o w e l s .

P u t  o n
g l o v e s  a n d  a

l a b  c o a t

C o v e r  s p i l l
w i t h  p a p e r
t o w e l s  a n d

d i s i n f e c t a n t

W a i t  a t  l e a s t
2 0  m i n u t e s

D i s c a r d
t o w e l s  i n t o
a  b i o h a z a r d

c o n t a i n e r

R e - w i p e  t h e  s p i l l
a r e a  w i t h

d i s i n f e c t a n t

R e m o v e  g l o v e s
a n d  w a s h

h a n d s

F o r  a s s i s t a n c e
c a l l  9 1 1

A  l a r g e  s p i l l  o u t s i d e  a
b i o l o g i c a l  s a f e t y  c a b i n e t

L e a v e  t h e
r o o m

i m m e d i a t e l y

P o s t  a  s i g n  o n
t h e  d o o r

w a r n i n g  o t h e r s
o f  t h e  s p i l l

R e m o v e  a n y
c o n t a m i n a t e d

c l o t h i n g  a n d  p u t  i t
i n t o  a  b i o h a z a r d  b a g
f o r  l a t e r  a u t o c l a v i n g

W a s h  h a n d s
a n d  e x p o s e d

s k i n

F o r  a s s i s t a n c e
c a l l  9 1 1



BSL AGENTS FACTORS PRACTICES

1
Agents that are not associated with disease
in healthy human adults

None
Standard lab and management
practices, including appropriate
medical surveillance programs

2

Associated with human disease which is
rarely serious and for which preventive or
therapeutic interventions are often
available

Not known to be transmittable by
inhalation
No aerosol production planned

Limited access
Biohazard warning signs
Sharps precautions
Biosafety manual
Decontamination of all
infectious wastes prior to
disposal

BSL-1 practices plus:

2/3
Associated with human disease; special
precautions required for some agents

BSL-2 facility with BSL-3 controls

Controlled access
Decontamination of
clothing before laundering
Equipment
decontaminated before
removed

BSL-2 practices plus:

3

Agents associated with serious or lethal
human disease for which preventive or
therapeutic interventions may be available
(high individual risk but low community risk)

No or limited sharps allowed
All work with infectious agent done
in biosafety cabinet

Controlled access
Decontamination of
clothing before laundering
Equipment
decontaminated before
removed
Disinfectant foot bath as
needed

BSL-2 practices plus:

4

Agents that are likely to cause serious or
lethal human disease for which preventive
or therapeutic interventions are not usually
available (high individual risk and high
community risk)

Not allowed in VT labs N/A

B i o s a f e t y  L e v e l s  ( B S L ) ,
a g e n t s ,  f a c t o r s ,  a n d

p r a c t i c e s


